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09 November 1994

Washington, DC

NOT JUST ANOTHER DAY OFF - Veterans Day, 1994
Sadly, to many Americans, November 11 has become just another day off from work.
Yet to America's 30 million living veterans, you can be certain that November 11 has profound
meaning. Veterans Day is their day. They recall the blood and sacrifice that Veterans Day
commemorates. They gave greatly of themselves, risking death and disability, to purchase peace
for their country.
Their sacrifices make possible our privileges. Americans have been willing to sacrifice
their goods, their comforts, their sons and fathers and brothers.

Throughout our history,

sacrifices have been demanded of almost every generation of American patriots to maintain our
freedoms and way of life.
Patriotism is love of country -- a love that both reflects self love and simultaneously
transcends it. Love of country inspires other human virtues -- bravery, industry and ingenuity
-- in wartime and in peacetime. Each time, when called, the men and women of our Armed
Forces have come forward and defended the principles that we as a nation hold so dear.
Veterans risk their lives because there are certain values, principles and eternal truths more
precious than life itself.
Our gratitude must be the theme of their day.
My own personal gratitude to this country runs deep.

Not only have I had the

opportunity to serve and defend American values during two wars, but also I have had the rare
privilege to represent those values as an elected official.
Just this year in Congress, I helped shepherd through legislation containing numerous
benefits for our nation's veterans. The Veterans Benefits Improvements Act of 1994 includes
such provisions as: benefits for veterans of the Persian Gulf War; surviving spouses benefits;
efficiency improvements of the claims and appeals process; a required minimum employment
level at VA Medical Centers; new centers for both Women and Minority Veterans in the
Department of Veterans Affairs; and, additions to the Veterans Housing, Education and
Training, and Employment Acts.
The Fiscal Year 1995 budget appropriation includes increases for veterans medical care
and medical research.

Importantly, $16.4 million was allotted to increase staffmg in VA

regional offices to help address case backlogs. We will also continue our effort to bring a
veterans hospital to South Texas.
All these benefits are the least that our nation owes our veterans for the sacrifices they
have made on behalf of all Americans. The miraculous peace which is breaking out around the
world is due in large part to their service and sacrifices.
I hope you will join me on the morning of November 11 in expressing our deepest
appreciation to our nation's veterans, and especially to our local veterans. I will be attending
many ceremonies throughout the district honoring veterans. To all my buddies -- thanks for
your service. I salute you!
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1994-95 WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASON HAS BEGUN

Geese Season LongerlDuck Bag Limits Increased
The quacking and honking you hear these days is not only the sound of our abundant
south-east Texas waterfowl, but also the sound of local hunters practicing their calls during the
launch of the 1994-95 dUCK and geese hunting season. Above average precipitation this year
expanded breeding habitats and allowed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service to moderate
restrictions without jeopardizing abundance in future years. Bigger and better than anytime in
the last decade, this year's season promises more variety for hunters in the "fly-way" east of
Interstate 35.

GEESE
Geese season began November 5 and will extend one week longer than last year. Season
closing dates and bag limits vary by species as follows:
•

"Lights" (SnowlRoss) -- Closing Date: 2/19/95 Bag Limit: 10

•

"Darks" (White-Front or Speckled/Brant) -- Closing Date: 1/15/95 Bag Limit: 1

•

"Canadian" --

Closing Date: 1/29/95
Bag Limit (through 1/15/95): 1
Bag Limit (1/16-29/95): 2

DUCKS
This year's season offers much more variety among species allowed under the region's
new bag limit -- which was increased from three to four per day. Also, the season will be
split in two -- the first season will run from November 19-27, 1994 and the second season will
run from December 17, 1994 to January 15, 1995. Species and gender limits are as follows:
•

Mallard drakes ("greenheads"): 4 per day (up from 2 last year)

•

Mallard hens: 1 per day

•

Wood: 2 per day

•

One each: mottled, pin tail, red head and -- new this year -- canvas back.
Also, the same season includes a 15 coot per day bag limit and a 5 merganser per day

limit, but only one each day can be a hooded merganser.
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